The Spiritual and Ethical Value of The Church of The Picts to Christendom.

From chapter 24 of “The Pictish Nation its People and its Church by Archibald .B. Scott (1917). Pages 519 and  520. (copy in Scottish National Library , reference only by membership)

“There is an opinion current among certain historians that the Spiritual and ethical contributions of the Nation and Church of the Picts to mankind and Christendom were completely effaced in the devastating inundations of pagan Viking savagery, or in the octopus-like absorbtions of the Church of Rome. It is true that the organised nation and the organised Church were broken up or absorbed, but the Soul of the Pictish people and the ideals in State and in Church for which it had striven, survived. They were indestructible and immortal. *

Israel ceased to be a kingdom on earth, but its revelation of The Kingdom of God continued, and attracted the affection of the enlightened world. The artists of Greece were succeeded by a race of traders, but the intelligent world saved the ideals of beauty from being vulgarized, and the Soul of the Greece that was, still educates the aesthetic faculties of men. The sceptre of imperial Rome passed into the hands of the barbarians, but the spirit of Roman law still dominates the organized life of Europe.

So, in similar manner after the Pictish sovereignty ended, the people of northern Britain continued to cherish the Pictish passion for freedom, and after the Church of the Picts ceased, there still lingered about the ruins of her walls remembrance of her noble ethics, her devotion to eduation, her faith in preaching emphasized by example, and her missionary genius which enabled her to colonise without lust of territory or quest for mines or markets, but solely for the extension of The Kingdom of God on earth.

When from time to time a cry arises for a free Church instead of a Church enslaved to power and money and the ideals of the trader, or for a Church which will demand personal Christlikeness in the individual members instead the formal seal of some ecclesiastical authority bestowed or continued without regard to the quality of the member’s life, or for a Church which will be a brotherhood of men and women loving one and other as Christ loved instead of a Church which is a mechanical concourse of groups operated by fear and friction; then is heard the Soul of The British Celt craving to be re-embodied; in order to live and to act amid modern activities, as once it lived and acted in the Brito-Pictish Church.”

Notes:

* To describe something as having been (was) immortal is self contradictory. Immortality IS, (non emphatic usage) and thus cannot die! Such is The Pictish Church and Celtic Nationhood AS Dalriada and its Church Spiritual. Amen. Please see “The Bride” on this site. Thank you.

